
Friends,  

 

Have you ever had the experience of your prayers going unanswered? I expect we 

all have wondered if God is listening. And if God is listening, does He care? When 

our most desperate prayers go unanswered, it's a very human reaction to wonder 

"God, why don't you just do something?!?" But there are times when God is silent.  

 

When those times happen to me, it's helpful to remember that even Jesus' prayers 

sometimes went unanswered.  

 

On Maundy Thursday, when Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

asking God to spare him from suffering on the cross. That prayer went 

unanswered.  

 

Later that same night, Jesus prayed repeatedly for Christian unity. That prayer 

remains unanswered still today in many ways.  

 

On Good Friday, Jesus was slowly suffocating on a Roman cross. He cried out, 

"Why have you forsaken me?" and the heavens were silent. No dove descended, 

no booming voice reminding Jesus he was loved. No answer to prove the question 

was wrong.  

 

Then on Saturday, the hopes and prayers of every disciple were unanswered. God 

didn't answer. God said nothing and did nothing.  

 

So it's comforting somehow to think about the prayers other than mine that have 

gone unanswered. Sometimes that helps. Maybe it will be of some comfort for you 

the next time God is silent.  

 

On Easter Sunday, God broke the silence. God spoke in the most fantastic way 

possible - Jesus rose from the dead. In those times when we're in Gethsemane 

ourselves, we need to remember that God's timing - even when we don't like it 

and want it to be different - is perfect. Pete Grieg, a pastor and author from 

England, wrote "That one ultimate miracle - the resurrection of the Son of God 

from dead -- assures us that every buried dream and dashed desire will ultimately 

be absorbed and resurrected into a reality far greater than anything we can 

currently imagine." (Pete Grieg, "God on Mute", p. 22)  

 

An unaswered prayer is a small thing compared to the GREATEST thing - the 

resurrection of Jesus and our salvation in him! So don't give up - keep praying and 

know the King of Kings and Lord of Lords has your future securely in hand.  

So trust. Just trust. Even when God is silent.  

 

Peace, 

 

Tom 
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Welcome New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas, Krista, Charlie and Lily Manning 

Please have all information  

for the August Newsletter  

to the church office  

by July 13th. 

Budget Report 

Financial giving through  

April 30, 2023 to the  

General Fund. 

 Income:  $62,460.35 

Expense:  $53,191.01 

 

 

 

Gifts Received in May 
 

In loving memory of  

Alvin and Charlotte Brucke by:  

Fred and Jean Brucke 

  Red Cross Blood 
Drive  

 

June 23rd  
 

We will be hosting a Blood Drive in the  
Fellowship Hall on Friday, June 23   

from 1:30-5:45 PM. Contact Jennifer Smith at  
336-491-2120 to make an appointment or 

online at redcrossblood.org. 


